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Whence Comes The Day 


Is life so dear that peace obtained 

At any price is rightly gained? 

Men ponder this in wav’ring mood, 

And variant grades of servitude. 

Once more the savants draft high schemes, 
Each to fulfill the fondest dreams 

For peace, extended, lasting peace, 

Yet e’er forgetting earth’s release 

Hangs in the balance of God’s will; é 
Thus peace shall never come until 

The clarion trump of Heaven’s height 
Proclaims the glorious signal-light 

Of CHRIST THE KING, THE WorD oF Gob, 
Who comes to rule with iron rod. 

Whence comes the day of perfect life! 

Not till the hour of ended strife. 

Peace on the earth, men never learn, 

Rests in the years of Christ’s return. 


—R. Ross Parkhill. 
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EDITORIAL 


Some Aids To Faith 


Much is said today about “aids to worship.” It 
is our observation that where individuals have Chris- 
tian faith, founded on the Word of God, the Holy 


Spirit dwelling within will enable them to worship 
the Lord in spirit and in truth. 


Therefore, it would seem far more relevant. to 
lay emphasis on aids to Christian faith itself. Only 
too many of us have a compromised faith, a faith 
which exists but which down in the innermost reces- 
ses of our hearts we know to be lacking because it is 
not established on the rock of convictions. 


No faith can be adequate which does not have its 
foundation deep in the Word of God. Immediately 
there are those who will reply: ‘We believe in a 
Person and not in a book.”’ This sounds pious and 
the position would seem unassailable but for the fact 
that it is both an intellectual and spiritual impossi- 
bility. There is no such thing as a saving faith in 
Jesus Christ apart from a faith in the One Who is 
presented in the Bible. For that reason it is all- 
important to believe in the Christ of the Scriptures 
and not in the Christ of human philosophy, deduc- 
tion or experience. We do not belittle any of these 
or other avenues of explaining Him, but, we most 
earnestly contend that one’s faith must be in the 
Christ of the Bible if one is to adequately under- 
stand or explain Who He is and what He has done. 


That is the reason that all ancient, as well as 
modern attempts to discredit the Bible have to be 
faced in thelight of their effect on the minds and souls 
of men. There have ever been enemies of the Word, 
men inside as well as outside the Church, who, lack- 
ing in spiritual perception on the one hand and 
reverence for God and His Word on the other, 
have made ship-wreck of the faith of some. Never 
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in the history of the world has theological literature 
been as filled with articles and books designed to 
destroy or cast doubt on the Bible as today. ‘Vhere- 
fore, the utter untenability of the rationalistic view- 
point must constantly be stressed. Basing their posi- 
tion on human reasoning, “scientific discoveries,” 
and rationalistic philosophy, it is necessary to show 
that the religion they preach and teach is not the 
supernatural, transforming and empowering gospel 
of Jesus Christ as found in the Scriptures. 


A man may say he is a great artist, Let him painyo> 
a picture to prove it. Just so, these who so gliblY” 


talk about the great advance to be found in the 
“intellectual faith’ of modern theological neyativ- 
ism need to be challenged with the simple question: 
“Will the message you preach transform the life of 
a sinner and enable him to go out and live as a 


child of God?” | 


The following incidents, known personally to the 
writer, and which occurred within the past few 
weeks, illustrate what we are trying to say: 


The first is that of a man and his wife we have 
known for years. He has been a chronic drinker, 
she has been a slattern and their home was poverty 
and disease ridden. Six weeks ago the wife heard 
the Gospel preached by the power of the Holy 
Spirit and accepted Christ. “Two days later her hus- 
band did the same thing. Today their faces, their 
lives, their home are all transformed. Vhe message 
of liberalism cannot do this, 


About the same time these two people were won 
to Christ a business man came under the conviction 
of the Holy Spirit as he heard the same Gospel 
preached. He was converted and immediately he be- 
came burdened for his unsaved wife. When he went 
home he told her in simple words what had hap- 
pened to him. She, too, accepted Christ as Saviour. 
This man also felt a deep burden for his brother 
in another state and went to see him. As soon as he 
told him of his own experience in accepting Christ 
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his »rother also accepted the Lord. The same thing 
too. place when he told his sister-in-law. This was 
aw ork of the Holy Spirit. The preaching of liberal- 
ism does not get such results, nor can it, for it 
stresses reform and not personal redemption; intel- 
lectual processes and not those of the Holy Spirit 
in the human heart. 


Some time ago the writer read through the New 
Testament and wrote out every verse referring to 
the Old Testament, not fust the reference but the 
verses themselves. We wrote down six hundred and 
eighty-seven direct quotations from the Old Testa- 
ment. Why mention this? Because the attitude of 
the New Testament writers to the Scriptures of 
their day—the Old Testament—is a clue to what 
our own attitude should be today to God’s written 


Word. 


To our Lord and to the New Testament writers 
the words of the Scripture were final and they were 
true. There are some today who say that these 


writers were ignorant; that they wilfully interpre- 


ted Scriptures to suit their own purposes; that some 
even deliberately perpetrated a “pious fraud.” Chris- 
tians, however, believe that our Lord and those who 
wrote were not ignorant but inspired by the Holy 
Spirit, and that they were at no time guilty of either 
deliberate distortion or of pious frauds. 


However, this is being written, not to argue with 
unbelievers but to help some who waver in their 
faith. To any who have honest doubts about the 
reliability and the authority of the Word we would 
make several suggestions: | 


Surrender your minds and wills to the teaching 
and the leading of the Holy Spirit. Give Him a 
chance to make His Word plain. 


Take the Bible, just as you find it, and let it 
speak to your heart. God honors one who is honestly 
seeking and inquiring. Honest doubts, frank in- 
ability to understand—God will always meet us 
more than half way in these things. But, when one 
demands a faith which is “intellectually acceptable” 
to him personally he is crowning his own reason 
where he needs to humble himself in the dust. Pride 
of intellect has always been one of the great stum- 
bling blocks to Christian faith and this seems doubly 
true today. We Presbyterians are tempted to look 
down our noses in intellectual and social disdain on 
those lesser sects and groups who seem so ignorant 
and lacking in educational advantages. Do we not 
need rather to recognize the fact that Christian 
faith is faith and not a reasoned philosophy. It is 


perfectly true that somewhere along the span of 
Christian experience we come to realize that a child- 
like faith and a rational basis of belief are compat- 
ible, but, we believe that faith has to come first. 


Finally, let the Bible speak for itself. We are 
perfectly aware of the fact that this is taboo by many 
liberal theologians. But, if the Bible is the Word 
of God; if God has given us a revelation of Him- 
self and of His unfolding plan of redemption, surely 
His Word must be the basic source of its own in- 
terpretation. To those who have honestly approach- 
ed it in this way it has proven itself to be— 


THE VERY WORD OF GOD. —L.N.B. 


PROBLEMS— 


Temptation To Worry— 
Or—Challenge To Pray 


There are two things which may be done with 
problems—worry about them, or pray about them. 


Problems are inevitable and how we dispose of 
them is a matter of the greatest importance. As a 
source of worry they can drive happiness from the 
heart, a smile from the face and produce emotional 
reactions which not only increase the tensions but 
which also destroy one’s testimony as a Christian. 


On the other hand, if we look at our problems 
as a challenge to pray—to see God undertaking on 
our behalf—these very difficulties can be transform- 
ed into sources of inner joy and outward witness to 
the fact that we have a God Who cares and Who 


is waiting to show Himself mighty on our behalf. 


Our Lord was not holding up to Christians some- 
thing unattainable when He said: “These things I 
have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have 
peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be 
of good cheer; I have overcome the world.” Here 
He offers peace and good cheer despite the vicissi- 
tudes of life in this world. 


Every Christian should be a living witness to the 
fact that for him life has an entirely different mean- 
ing than it has for those who do not know Him. 
Sorrows, trials, difficulties, perplexities: God per- 
mits all of these to come at some time. They test 
our souls but the testing should not only prove to 
our own hearts, but also to a watching and skeptical 
world, that God’s grace is sufficient for every thing. 


Problems are inevitable and we naturally shrink 
from them. But, when they come, let us accept 
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them as a challenge to pray; to prove the wonders 
of His power and His love. 


“Who comforeth us in all our tribulation, that 
we may be able to comfort them which are in any 
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are 


comforted of God.” —L.N.B. 


A Triumphant Life 


I have just finished reading a fascinating book. 
The title is Charlotte Brown—A Mother in China, 
written by her husband, Rev. Frank A. Brown, 
D.D., who was her life partner in their joint service 
as missionaries of the Southern Presbyterian Church 
in the Suchow field. Missionary stories are not 
among the “best sellers.’’ Publishing houses do not 
solicit manuscripts for them; to publish a missionary 
book you have to bear the total expense yourself. 
But here is a story that reads like a romance; it is a 
story of indomitable courage and unsurrendering 
faith. The writer has a homey style that is very 
attractive, making it a book easy to read, holding 
interest to the end. There are flashes of humor in 
it; for instance, “A camp of American engineers 
had a Chinese cook for whom they made life miser- 
able by many practical jokes. But the cook seemed 
to bear it all with such resignation and seemed so 
helpless that the fun wore off, so they sent for him 
and said, ‘Wang, you are a good fellow and we are 
quitting this rough stuff. You can sleep peacefully 
from now on.’ With an impassive face, he asked, 
“You no more put salt in tea? No more frogs under 
pillow? No more snakes under sheets? Velly well. 
I no more spit in your soup.’ The names of many 
of our Presbyterian missionaries whom you know 
personally or by reputation are woven into the 
story, as also celebrities like Generalissimo Chiang 
Kai Shek and Madame Kai Shek who visited in their 
Chinese home; also Madame Wu, the wife of the 
Governor of Formosa, also Dr. J. Leighton Stuart, 
U. S. Ambassador to China. Many of our promi- 
nent Southern Presbyterians visited their home. 


But of course the heart of the story is the won- 
derful life of Charlotte Brown, the hardships, the 
joys, the sorrows, tragic experiences in a monument- 
al work that endured through the Japanese invasion 
of China and later the ravages of the Communists. 
during which this invincible woman, with her hus- 
band carried on in the face of what woulu be over- 
whelming, dangers and discouragements to the 
stoutest of hearts. 


I would say this book is a must in every Presby- 


terian home. It is an inspiration to read and in its. 
7 close-up view of the daily life of a radiant foreign 


missionary presents Missions in a new light. 


The book, illustrated, 104 pages, can be purchased 
for $1.50 by ordering from Dr. F. A. Brown, U. S. 
Hospital, Carville, La.. or from The Presbyterian 
Journal, Weaverville, N. C. It will be mailed from 
Nashville, Tenn. —W.CS. 
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Do We Need Clearer 
Gospel Preaching? 


We hold no superior homiletical ideas in our 
mental kit. We are sincerely sorry we can lay no 
claims to either eloquence or to literary precision. 
We wish we could. We can only hope that in sc me 
far away day we may really learn how to pre:ch 
the Word of God with true effectiveness and in 
the power of the Holy Spirit. We long that mien 
may understand the everlasting gospel and then »e- 
lieve God’s truth for their salvation. 


While Scripture presents to us such literary «nd 
poetical gems as the 23rd Psalm and the 13th Chap- 
ter of I Corinthians, we sincerely and earnestly de- 
sire that all real preaching may be kept on the 
highest possible plane. The cheap and the tawdry 
must ever be avoided. The truths of the Eternal 
should always be clad, if possible, in proper vest- 
ments of supernal beauty and gorgeous color. 


But this having been said, there is a desperate and 
poignant need today for simple preaching. We do 
not mean so much simplicity in content, but trans- 
parent clarity in style. By all means, the message 
must be plain enough so the “wayfaring man 
though a fool may not err therein.”’ 


We listened to three outstanding preachers re- 
cently. Each was good as far as he went. One was 
strangely enthralled with modern psychological 
thought. The second was brilliant, witty, and ear- 
nest. He emphasized the futility of life without 
God, but he never even mentioned an available 
Saviour, Christ Jesus the Lord, whom his hearers 
might believe on and receive. The third preacher 
was both logical and interesting. He indicated very 
clearly and effectively one of the outstanding defi- 
ciencies of modern day Christianity. There was 
nothing wrong with his message as far as it went. 
There was an excellent analysis of the trouble but 
no suggested solution to the problem. There was no 
Christ, no gospel, no Holy Spirit, no way of re- 
consecration as the remedy for this appalling need. 
Now, pardon the thought—banish the dastardly 
idea—forgive the temptation—but we could not help 
but wonder if these three preachers themselves were 
intimately acquainted with the glorious gospel of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. To them, apparently, “Christ 
Was Not The Answer.”’ We wonder! We wonder! 
We would not be their judge. 


Furthermore, in our wild speculation, we could 
not help but ponder the thought whether or no 
Paul would have invited anyone of these three min- 
isters to address any of his congregations, had they 
been present in the first century. A little over a year 
ago we saw some of the great, great, grand-children 
of Paul’s converts in Corinth. We were reminded 
of his words, “Not many mighty, not many noble 
are called.’ These plain Corinthians of the twentiet! 
century still seem to need a gospel that is clearer 
than either of these preachers seemed capable of 
delivering. 
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oth in preaching and writing to the Corinthians, 
Pa:l adhered to the principle of simplicity in lan- 
guege especially when he dealt with the word of the 
cross. He makes an important comment in I Cor- 
inthians 1:17, “For Christ sent me not to baptize, 
but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, 
lest the cross of Christ should be made of none ef- 
fect.” Dr. G. G. Findlay in the Expositor’s Greek 
Testament, makes this pointed observation on this 
passage, ““To tell good news in wisdom of words 
is an implicit contradiction; ‘news’ only needs and 
admits of plain straight forward telling. To dress 
out the story of Calvary in specious rhetoric, or 
wrap it up in fine-spun theorems, would have been 
to ‘empty the cross of Christ,’ to eviscerate the gos- 
pel. ‘The power of God’ lies in the facts and not in 
any man’s presentment of them: ‘to substitute a 
system of notions however true and ennobling, for 
the fact of Christ’s death, is like confounding the 
theory of gravitation with gravitation itself.’ ” 


We make no plea for crude language nor for the 
excessive use of slang. Our speech should be kept 
chaste and fresh but by all means clear and under- 
standable. It would appear, however, that we should 
desire above all things else that the average hearer 
should feel the full impact of the cross for his salva- 
tion. We realize the appalling danger of hackneyed 
phrases and sentences that have lost their power of 
appealing to the minds and consciences of men. 
Nevertheless, we must not be afraid of endless repe- 
titions of the gospel story as it is brought to us from 
many varied angles in the New Testament. One 
passage speaks of “‘faith,’’ another of the “new 
man,” another of the “new birth,” another of “ac- 
ceptance of Christ,” another of “repentance,” “for- 
giveness,” etc. 


Perhaps the average man has been living the 
whole week long among textiles or machinery. He 
has been in the office, in the store, on the farm, or, 
in the shop for all of his working hours. His mind 
has been taken up with the language of business and 
of the street. The woman is absorbed with the simple 
things of her home, her children, or her club. The 
young people are engrossed with studies, athletics, 
or social functions. Scarcely any are accustomed to 
philosophical, psychological, and theological lan- 
guage, or thought. However difficult it is for us 
preachers, the language of redemption must be 
“reachable” by the average hearer. The cross in all 
of its bold outlines for our salvation must be made 
clear. Like Ezra, in the Return from Exile, we 
must make the Word of God plain. In Nehemiah 
8:5, 8, we read, “And Ezra opened the book in the 
sight of all the people . . . So they read in the book 
in the law of God distinctly, and gave the sense, 
and caused them to understand the reading.” 


Further, may we offer the simple, but, we hope, 
pertinent suggestion that the gospel be woven into 
“VERY MESSAGE we preach. Some may not agree 
vith this. We believe Dr. William Clow quoted 


Spurgeon with words to this effect, ““No matter 
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what I am preaching about, having introduced the 
subject, I waste no time in quickly making it cross 
country to the cross of Christ.” Is it too much to 
say that redemption should be found in every ser- 
mon? 


It has been the writer’s privilege after preaching 
for thirteen years to a city congregation of mag- 
nificent people to have the opportunity of temporar- 
ily ministering for a few weeks to a small mountain 
congregation of simple folks. The joy has been great 
in both cases. We have tried to bring the truth 
home to Christians in such a way that they might 
live more effectively day by day in their association 
with their fellows. But we have endeavored also to 
bring in the gospel of eternal redemption in every 
service for lost men and women. In nearly every 
congregation of any size there is invariably one, and 
usually two types of people; first, those who have 
no certainty of their salvation, and, second, those 
who have never experienced the new birth and have 
never passed from death unto life. All such, in both 
groups, need to hear the gospel over and over again. 
This superb truth is in order, we believe, every Sun- 
day, no matter whether we are preaching on Mis- 
sions, Education, Stewardship, Christian-living, or 
what-not—the gospel is the focal point of every- 
thing. It is the hub of every Christian minister’s 
message. It’s the center of every teacher’s lesson. 
“For I determined not to know anything among 
you save Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” (I Cor. 


—R.W.C. 


Robert E. Speer On “Majorities” 


(This quotation is from his 
Merrick Lectures.) 


Reading a lecture of Robert E. Speer I came 
across this bit which seems to fit into this craze for 
bigness that is carrying so many away from the 
truth. 


‘‘Compromise in principle substitutes reliance up- 
on majorities for reliance upon the truth, and the 
majorities never have been right and we may doubt 


_ whether, until our Lord Jesus Christ comes again, 


they ever will be right. God never has relied upon 
the majority. He never has waited to do His work 
until it was ready to side with Him. In all ages 
God has done His work by the few. The one prin- 
ciple prevailed always — ‘not by might, nor by 
power. It was ever only ‘the Sword of the Lord 
and of Gideon.’ When our Lord came He did His 
work with the few. Through all the ages God has 
been working so, and we simply depart from His 
whole method in history when by compromise we 
try to get the force of the majority on our side. The 
force of the majority does not amount to anything 
in comparison with the force of the truth. “The 
history of success,’ says Mr. Morley, ‘as we can 
never too often repeat to ourselves, is the history of 
minorities.” And we do not believe in compromise 
because it substitutes our reliance upon the majority 
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for our reliance upon the truth of God, and upon 
the strength of God to enable the few with the 
truth to triumph against the error of the crowd. 
This passes for foolish idealism and some of our 
most popular political leaders and reformers have 
poured scorn upon the idealists and dreamers, who 
are not to be numbered among the practical men.” 


Supposing 


For an amendment to the Confession of Faith 
and the Catechisms of our church, and for union 
with any other denomination, our Book of Church 
Order requires the favorable action of a prior and 
subsequent General Assembly and a three-fourths 
majority of all the Presbyteries. We have 84 Pres- 
byteries. 22 Presbyteries, according to our law, can 
block the movement in the proposed plan of union 
before us for our consideration, 21 Presbyteries can 
produce a tie or a stalemate, while 20 or less will 
be in the minority and their votes will not count. 


We all. know there is an “Association For the 
Preservation and Continuation of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church,” made up of full grown de- 
termined men of conviction. 


Now suppose this group of men have the backing 
of 20 Presbyteries or a less number for that matter. 


And suppose that Concord Presbytery, of which 
| have the honor of being a member, votes to con- 
tinue the Southern Presbyterian Church. Now I am 
not presuming how Concord Presbytery is going to 
vote, | am only supposing. There is a provision in 
the Proposed plan for an individual church in the 
United Presbyterian Church or the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church to come out of the union with the 
vote of three fourths majority of the congregation, 
and as a special favor to recover its own local prop- 
erty. But there is no provision for a U.S.A. Church 
to come out in case they are dissatisfied. A real union 
requires equal rights and privileges. 


Now suppose Concord Presbytery is one of the 
minority, one of the 20 or less, and a majority of 
the individual churches are, or become, dissatisfied 
and ask to come out by a three fourths majority of 
the members of the church, and we receive, as a 
favor, and not as a right our own local church 
property that never belonged to any one else in the 
first place. “So far so good!’’ Concord Presbytery 
has some attractive manses and beautiful Churches, 
including the handsome new church at Davidson. 
We have reason to be proud of our local church 
property, and of the faith, the courage, and sacrifice 
our people showed in the building of these houses 
for the worship and glory of God, but we can hard- 
ly class our property as a special favor or a gracious 
gift from an alien denomination. 


Based upon the above suppositions, | want to ask 
a few questions for Solomon to come forth and an- 
swer. There are two institutions, founded, owned, 
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and supported exclusively by Concord Presbytery, 
Mitchell College and Camp Grier. What will e- 


come of them in the shakeup? 


The Synod of North Carolina was organized in 
Centre Presbyterian Church, three miles north of 
Davidson College, in Concord Presbytery.  Syr 0d 
has accumulated through the years some consid :r- 
able sums of money, held by the Trustees of Synid, 
for the work of the church. Will Concord Pres!y- 


tery have no share in these funds? 


Barium Springs Orphanage, now owned and con- 
trolled by the Synod of North Carolina, is in the 
bounds of, and was the child of Concord Presby- 
tery. That magnificent institution is a monument 
to the vision, the faith, the prayers and sacrifices 
of the people in the nearby churches in Concord 
Presbytery. Has our Presbytery no moral and legal 
rights to this institution, if we vote to continue the 
church of our fathers? 


Davidson College was organized in Prospect 
Church, three miles east of Mooresville, about 
1836 or 1838. And the initial large gift was given 
by Maxwell Chambers—to a “college to be located 
within the bounds of. Concord Presbytery.” David- 
son College with its millions in buildings and en- 
dowment and with its glorious heritage is the child 
of Concord Presbytery. Has an “‘inclusivist church” 
seeking to unite with all comers, regardless of what 
they believe, the right to say to Concord Presbytery, 
“You have no interest in Davidson College, because 
you won't join us?” 


Union Theological Seminary at Hampden-Syd- 
ney, Va., and later moved to Richmond, Va., was 
founded by the Synods of Virginia and North Caro- 
lina, and later on the Synods of West Virginia and 
Appalachia came in, on invitation, and have joint 
ownership and control. Will Concord Presbytery 
have any share or right in Union Seminary, if we 
vote to continue to stand for the principles and prac- 
tices of the church for which many of us have given 
our lives and the best that is in us? 


The property program that worked so smoothly 


in the wrecking of the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church, forty or more years ago, (which, by the 
way, is the latest model of union which the U.S.A. 
church can produce), I do not believe will work so 
well among these hard headed Scotch and Scotch- 
Irish in N. C. and other parts of the South. No 
matter who is in the driver’s seat nor “how high 
and handsome” he is riding we do not bow the 
head nor bend the knee to any ecclesiastical author- 
ity, except to the Lord Jesus Christ, the Great King 
and Head of the Church. And “the powers that be,” 
or aspire to be, may find themselves enmeshed in a 
labyrinth of interminable legal entanglements. Al! 
these words are in the dictionary. —J.E.F. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Les 

Gr 

of 

‘| 

be 1 

Sw 

mos 

Br 

dee 

not 

the 

(Re 

fish 

str 

the 

and 

(50 

toge 

FIR 

an 

6:3 

De 

| 

end 

one 

Th 

my 

| 

anc 

tiol 

anc 

j tO 

hin 

Or 

not 

n 

‘d 

Nis 

Mme 

JA 


ANGLERS 


(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Number 42 


He Used The “Sword 
Of The Spirit” 


Here coms an “experience” from Guam which 
had a sad beginning and a happy ending. 


There are two important points in it which should 
be noted. First, the chaplain used the Word, “the 
Sword of the Spirit.” It is doubtful if any of the 
most eloquent arguments of human reasoning would 
have been successful, for that ‘“‘leatherneck’’ was 
deep in the mezlstrom of domestic trouble, and 
nothing but the Holy Spirit who works through 
the Word of God could have brought him any peace. 
(Read Heb. +:12 and Isaiah 55:10-13). 


The second important point is often missed by 
fishermen. It is the Approach. This Angler did not 
abruptly offer Christ as the solution of the leather- 
neck’s heart-breaking domestic troubles. He made 
straight for the young man’s deeper need—the sal- 
vation of his own soul. With that matter settled, 
the other problem fell into the line of solution— 
and everybody was made happy. “For the Word of 
God is quick and powerful,” and “All things work 
together for good to them that love God.” “Seek ye 
FIRST the kingdom of God and His righteousness, 
and all these things shall be added unto you.” (Matt. 
6:33). 


Dear ANGLERS: 


It happened on Guam shortly before the war 
ended. “Jim,” had just given me two letters. The 
one from his wife was the usual normal love letter. 
The other, dated the very next day, was from her 
lawyer demanding without warning a divorce. His 
mind was distracted; his heart broken. 


The Lord knowing his mind was unfit for con- 
sidering little besides his present trouble put it into 
my heart to say, “Jim, as serious as this problem is, 
| have found out that you are in greater trouble, 
and your marriage heartaches have a simple solu- 
tion.” Thus the Spirit opened his mind, while hope 
and alarm mingled in his heart. It was not difficult 
to point out to him that if he had. been a Christian 
himself and had seen to it that his young wife had 
come to know Christ as Lord, his marriage could 
not have been endangered. I was able to point out 
‘hat even now his greatest need was to be born again 
ond even if he gained his wife for this life, it profit- 
ed little if he lost his own soul for eternity. As we 
entered the early part of Romans, God showed him 
his lost condition. Titus 3:5 showed him that if he 
were to ever be saved God had to do it and that by 
mercy, for one as dead in sin as he could not even 
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move to win salvation, John | :1-14 showed him that 
Jesus being God could save him and that He became 
flesh in order to use that flesh to die in Jim’s place. I 
showed him that Christ could not be Lord as long 
as he wanted to rule his own life; that he had to 
repent of his rebellion against a Holy God. He saw 
that a truthful God promised that He would work 
all things together for good to those who love Him, 
but | warned him not to yield to Christ with motive 
of fixing up his marriage, but to come because of his 
soul’s need and desire to be His, regardless of how 
Christ worked out his marriage, or even if he lost 
her. He cried to the Lord committing himself and 
his problem into His sovereign hands. 


His mind found rest and he slept well that night. 
‘Two nights later he awakened me to pray and con- 
fessed assurance that his soul was saved. Sunday, 
he publicly confessed Christ and five buddies came 
forward with him to do likewise. God got him home 
miraculously after the C.O. refused leave. A very 
strong letter I wrote his wife moved her to seek 
the Lord from someone who preached “Ye must be 
born again.”’ They wrote twice in the next 18 
months after his return to confess their joy in Him 
who works all things together for good to them 
who love God. 

—Jim’s Chaplain 
Marine Air Group 21. 


LIQUOR 


The Liquor Industry’ s 
Profanation Of Christmas 


Now that the Christmas season is past, we are 
in a position to make an appraisal of what the alco- 
holic beverage industry is doing to the day on which 
the Christian world commemorates the birth of 


Ch rist. 


Once a year, the ancient Romans observed a day 
in honor of Bacchus, their god of wine. It was a 
day given over to revelry, drunkenness and debauch- 
ery. This is what the traffickers in alcoholic liquors 
are spending millions of dollars to make of the day 
on which we commemorate the birth of the world’s 
Saviour. 


To increase the sale and/consumption of alcoholic 
beverages at the Christyhas Holidays, the liquor in- 


dustry steps up its glamorous and appealing liquor — 


advertisements to induce\the American people to 
stock up on their liquor supply for Christmas. Take, 
for example, the liquor advertisements in Life 
Magazine. For the six issues preceding Christmas, 
its income from these advertisements totaled $2,400,- 
000, an average of over $400,000 per issue. Where- 
as, its average income per issue for each of the 
previous issues of the year amounted to only $196,- 
000. Its liquor advertisements reached their peak 
in the December 14th issue—25 pages of liquor, 


wine and beer ads, bringing Life an income of 


$700,000. Most of these ads are printed in four 
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colors, exquisitely beautiful, and never before were 
they bottled in such fancy containers. Samples of 


dustry, to use the language of Scripture, “‘is cri ci- 
fying the Son of God afresh and putting Him to an 


their masterpieces follow: open shame.” i 
“At Holiday time there is no gift like P. M.” 


“A gift of rare beauty in a Grecian container.” 


Christ and Bacchus have nothing in common. 
What these liquor traffickers in alcoholic liquors «re 
bringing into our Christmas is foreign to eve -y- 
thing Christ came to do for humanity. Christ cane 
to redeem, uplift and ennoble the human personality. 
Liquor degrades and destroys it. 


“To brighten your holidays, here is the best 
tasting whiskey in ages, in a gleaming crystal 
container.” 

Is it not time for the Christian people of America, 
in righteous indignation, to rise up and rescue t iis 
day which commemorates the birth of our Lord 
and Saviour from those who are debauching it? Is it 
not time to do more than this? To uproot and 
destroy the business that has the boldness and ef- 
frontery to spend millions each year to turn Christ- 
mas into a Bacchanalia? 


“Almost any whiskey makes a welcome gift, but 

only one ____.. says: To a Man of Distinc- 

tion.” 

of 

The millions spent in this pre-Christmas adver- 
tising of liquor are paying off. On the authority of 
Distilled Spirits Institute, the December sales of 
liquor are far above the sales of any other month 


of the year. 
This much at least they should do and do now: 


Join the Crusade Against Liquor Advertising spon- 
sored by the National Temperance and Prohibition 
Council which has for its object, not only stopping 
this stepping up of Liquor Advertising before Christ- 
mas, but its elimination throughout the entire year. 


The inevitable result of all this is that drunken- 
ness and compar jal highway accidents and death— 
all that train of evils that follow drinking are in- 
creased at Christmastide. 


It is bad enough for a business that has produced 
4,000,000 alcoholics and 3,000,000 excessive drink- 
ers in our country to be permitted to ply its trade 
to increase its sales on secular days, but it is in- 
finitely worse to give it free rein to increase its sales 
for consumption on. Christmas, thus degrading and 
debauching this day—By this means the liquor in- 


For information as to how to participate in the 
Crusade, write— 


Dr. R. H. Martin, Chairman 
Committee Against Liquor Advertising, 
209 Ninth Street, Pittsburgh 2, Pa. 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 
LESSON FOR JANUARY 24 | 


Jesus nad The Samaritans 


Background Scripture: John 4:1-42. Devo- 
tional Reading: Romans 1:8-16. 


“Both to the wise, and to the unwise.” In last Sunday’s Lesson we found Jesus talking to one of the | 


world’s wise men; the teacher of Israel. ‘Coday we find Him ministering to the “unwise”; the woman at the 
well, and her fellow Samaritans. This is a good illustration of the universality of the Gospel; that it is for 
all people. No wonder that Paul writes as he does in Romans 1 :8-16: “I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it 
is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” 
The Samaritans were half Jews, as we know, but 
there was a deep prejudice in the heart of the Jew 
against the Samaritans, for the Jews had no deal- 
ings with the Samaritans. They did form a connect- I. Jesus and the Woman of Samaria: 
ing link between the Jew and the out and out Gen- 4-26. | 
tile. Philip went down and preached to them and 


the Disciples, (3) Jesus and the Samaritans. 


started a great revival in their midst before the 
gospel had been taken to the Gentiles. They show 
the same receptive spirit in the lesson we have today. 


I would like to divide the Lesson as follows: (1) 
Jesus and the Samaritan Woman, (2) Jesus and 
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This incident, like many others in the gospels, 
teaches us many valuable lessons on personal work. 
Jesus preached great sermons, like the Sermon on 
the Mount, but he dealt with individuals. I fee! 
sure that “Individual work for individuals” gets 
greater results than any other form of preaching. 
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Jesus called His disciples one by one, and even— 


where the result of a sermon, like Peter preached 
on the Day of Pentecost added three thousand souls 
to the Church, much work was no doubt done by 
the one hundred and twenty ‘as they talked to the 
people. May we learn from this lesson how to win 
souls for the Master. 


One lesson is this: We are never to despise those 
whom the world often despises. The Samaritans 
were despised by the Jews. To call a Jew a “Samari- 
tan’’ was as bad as calling him a “dog” or worse. 
Are we tempted to despise the “poorer classes”; the 
ignorant; the outcasts, the people of other races? 
Such people were looked down upon and neglected 
in England, and not considered worth fooling with. 
The Salvation Army went down into the slums 
and did its greatest work. Booth said to his wife, 
after he had looked upon the masses of poor people, 
Wife, | have dedicated myself, and you, and the 
children, to the poor people of London. ‘“‘He must 
needs go through Samaria.’”’ Many of the Jews went 
around Samaria when they journeyed from Judea 
to Galilee. The natural, and near way was through 
Samaria, but they avoided it because they did not 
want to come in contact with these despised people. 
Do we ever try to escape contact with certain classes 
of people? This is a very heart-searching question, 
and is meant to be, both for myself, and for you. 


Jesus approached this woman in a very tactful 
manner; He asked a favor of her. Sometimes this is 
a fine avenue of approach. It “breaks the ice,” and 
levels a barrier that may be in the way. “Give Me 
to drink,”’ He says. This took her by surprise. (We 
are never told whether He got His drink of water. 
That became a secondary matter). People are drawn 
closer when they do something for each other. A 
Preacher and his wife were coming home from 
church one night and saw a car stranded by the 
wayside with some men and women. He offered to 
help and took a couple of the men about a mile 
to a service station where they got their tire patched, 
and brought them back to their waiting families. 
They were colored people, and they appreciated this 
favor even more than white people. It would not 
be hard for that preacher to get a hearing from those 
whom he had thus befriended, would it? 


He next begins to talk about “living Water.” He 
thus awakened her interest and curiosity. She was 
interested in water; that was the reason for her 
coming to the well. It was a most natural way for 
Jesus to approach the subject which was uppermost 
in His mind. She began to ask questions, and these 
showed her ignorance, but at last the light began 
to dawn upon her. She now asks Him for water, 
thus reversing the situation; Sir, give me this water. 


Now comes what seems to be a decided change 
‘n the conversation. “Go, call thy husband, and come 
hither.” He had to make her realize her need for 
this “Living Water,” and He does this by showing 
her that He knows all about her sinful life. Before 
“onversion there must be Conviction. Up to the 
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present time this woman does not seem to have had 
any realization of her real condition and need. Her 
opinion of Jesus takes a decided change; Sir, I 
perceive that thou art a prophet. She immediately 
begins to argue as she no doubt had heard her peo- 
ple argue, about the proper place of worship, wheth- 
er in Samaria, or in Jerusalem. This was one of the 
‘sore spots” in the relation of the Jews and Samari- 
tans. Jesus refused to argue this point, but states 
the fact that “salvation is of the Jews” and a still 
greater fact which could not be argued; that God 
is a Spirit and they that worship Him must wor- 
ship in Spirit and in truth. 


Jesus finally said to her, | that speak unto thee, 
am he; the Messiah. Both the Jews and the Samari- 
tans believed in a coming Messiah. He calls for 
faith on her part. She now leaves Him to go into the 
city and report to the people of the city what she 
had found. 


In this most interesting story we see the way 
Jesus led a soul out of darkness into the light. 


I]. Jesus and the Disciples: 
27-38. 


The disciples were both surprised and somewhat 
mystified by what they saw and heard- Jesus say 
about what had taken place. They marveled that he 
talked with a woman (R.V.), but did not question 
Him as to that. No doubt they were most surprised 
that He talked with a Samaritan woman; they 
would probably not even have spoken to a Samari- 
tan man, much less a woman. This was not the-last 
time that Jesus did something which was not cus- 
tomary. His actions were not circumscribed by 
“custom,” when that custom interfered with His 
work and duty. Fashions and customs often make 
slaves of men and prevent their doing what they 


should. 


They besought Him to eat, and His reply further 
mystified them: “I have meat to eat that ye know 
not of.”” Then, in verse 34, “My meat is to do My 


-Father’s will and to finish His wotk.” He had been 


so much concerned with giving the “living water” 
to a thirsty soul, that He had forgotten that He was 
either thirsty oxhungry. Do we ever get so intensely 
interested in this business of saving souls that we 
forget food and water? That would be a kind of 
fasting which would be pleasing to God, would it 
not? Jesus came to seek and to save the lost. This 
woman was lost, and ready to be saved. So many of 
the lost were not ready; they were too proud, or too 
self-righteous to receive the gospel. It was indeed 


’ refreshing to find a soul that was really thirsty for 


the living water, and to quench that thirst. 
Then Jesus tried to inspire the disciples with the 


_ same zeal that was consuming Him. He told them 


that it was not four months until harvest, but that 
the fields were white already for the harvest. Some 
have thought that even while He spoke these words 
He could see the Samaritans beginning to come over 
the hill in response to the woman’s words of invita- 
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tion, Come, see a man, which told me all things 
that ever | did: is not this the Christ? It is a great 
thing to be able to see when the field is ready for 
reaping. I suppose most of us. have thought that other 
fields were riper than ours. Some men, like Brother 
Bryan of Birmingham, see their opportunities and 
take advantage of them. “So many people, so many 
people, without Christ,” he kept repeating on his 
deathbed. 


I wish to stop a bit on the following verses— 
36-38—which might be called, ‘““The Reaper and 
his Wages.”’ The man who sows seed is a very im- 
portant and necessary person. John the Baptist and 
Jesus were “sowers.” The parable of the Sower is 
a picture of Jesus at His work of sowing seed. There 
can be no harvest without the sowing of the seed. 


There are special wages, however, for the man 
who reaps. It is a sad sight to see a field of wheat 
ready to be reaped and no one to reap it. We have 
seen this in our mission work at times. At one time 
Japan seemed ready for reaping, and the call came 
for reapers, but only a few were sent, and the sea- 
son passed, never, perhaps to return in just the same 
way. The wages of the reaper are doubly sweet, for 
he takes part in a finished job. The “joy of.the har- 
vest” is a synonym for the fullest joy. “He that 
goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed shall 
doubtless come again rejoicing, bringing his sheaves 
with him.”” Other men labored, and ye are entered 
into their labors. God has been sowing seed for a 
long time, and by many hands, and in many ways. 
The season for reaping was near. In our joy of reap- 


ing let us not forget the hard work of those \ ho 
prepared the soil and sowed the seed. 


III. Jesus and the Samaritans: 
39-42. 


Let us go back a moment to verses 28-29. ‘} he 
woman left her waterpot and hurried into the « ity 
where she told her story and invited them to ccine 
and see. The first impulse of a new-born sou! is 
often to go and tell others. This was true of the 
first disciples, and is now true of this new convert. 
She was so wrapped up in her discovery that she left 
her waterpot. Professor James speaks of the “I’x- 
pulsive power of a new affection.”’ This woman did 
not know philosophy but she acted on this principle. 
Her interest in her newly found Saviour drove all 
other thoughts from her mind. She was putting 
first things first. 


Jesus received a welcome in the city and they be- 
sought Him to tarry with them, and He abode two 
days in their city. (I wonder what the disciples 
thought of this!) Is it not true that Christ is wel- 
comed in unexpected places and by people whom 
we regard as inferior? Think of the wonderful work 
of Missions in Korea, in Africa, in the South Sea 
Islands. 

Many more believed because of His own word: 
We have heard Him ourselves, and know that this 
is indeed the Christ. Our business is to get men to 
Come and see for themselves. 

Let us not leave this lesson without deep heart- 
searching. Have we done all we can for the negroes; 
for the foreigners; for the outcasts; for the poor? 


YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JANUARY 24 


B. HOYT EVANS 


At Your Service 


DEVOTIONAL: 


Hymn: “Fairest Lord Jesus, Ruler Of All Na- 
ture” 

Prayer 

Scripture: Romans 12:1-2 and Matthew 25:31-46 

Hymn: “When I Survey The Wondrous Cross’’ 

Offering 

Hymn: “Take My Life And Let It Be Conse- 
crated Lord To Thee” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


Last week we discussed loss of life by death, and 
tried to determine the proper Christian attitude 
toward it. This week we are considering another 
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way to lose your life, that is, through service. This 


is a way of living of which Jesus often spoke. It is | 


the way which He recommended to His followers. 
Rather than to hold on to our lives with a bulldog 


grip, we are to surrender them in service. We lay — 


aside all claims which we might justly have on our 
lives and give our whole selves to God. This is the 
kind of giving up of life which Christ desires. 


Some people have been killed for the sake of 
Christ. They were forced to choose death rather 
than deny their Lord, and we admire them for their 
loyalty. Some people have sought to make martyrs 
of themselves. They have punished their bodies and 
actually sought to take their own lives as an act 0: 
devotion to God. Christ does not approve of sucl) 
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oferings and sacrifices. If we have to die for the 
s.ke of Christ, we ought to be willing to do it, 
hut the offering of life He really wants is a living 
sacrifice. He wants us to give‘up our lives in service 
to Him. 


Our speakers will discuss for us the joy of service, 
our reason for serving, and methods or ways by 
which we may serve the Lord acceptably. 


lirst Speaker: 


The most honest reason people give for not want- 
ing to live lives of service is that they want to dedi- 
cate their lives to their own gratification. We are 
often more concerned about having fun than help- 
ing God or anyone else. If we will analyze our lives, 
our hopes, our ambitions, our plans, we are likely to 
tind that a great deal of it has to do with plans for 
our own pleasure. In other words, much of our liv- 
ing is selfish. 


The strange truth is that people who dedicate 
their lives to their own satisfaction are generally 
not very happy at all, and those who give up their 
lives in service are nearly always genuinely happy. 
Joyous living is the by-product of unselfish service, 
but service must be unselfish if it is to bring happi- 
ness. If you would like this way, you must serve 
for the love of serving and not because of the bless- 
ings it will bring to you. To be a good servant, you 
have to forget about yourself. It is only then that 
true happiness comes. This is what Jesus meant 


- when He said that if we try to keep our lives we 


will lose them, but that if we are willing to lose 
our lives, we shall find them. 


Second Speaker: 


What reason have we for giving our lives in ser- 
vice? There may be many secondary reasons, but 
there is only one main reason. We ought to serve 
God out of gratitude for His goodness to us. Paul 
said to the Romans, “I beseech you .. . by the 
mercies of God.” Because of all that God has done 
for us we ought to be glad to dedicate ourselves in 
service to Him. Paul said that the offering of our 
living service would be a reasonable gift to God in 
return for His mercies. 


Think for a few moments what God has done for 
you. He has made you the highest of His creatures. 
He has put the earth and all its store at your dis- 
posal. He has provided for your physical needs and 
the nurture of your soul. When you had turned 
vour back on Him and spurned His true way of life, 
He still loved you and sent His Son to draw you 
back into that way even though it cost Him His 
life. Your creator has given His all for you. Should 
you not be willing to give your all to Him? It is not 
a painful sacrifice that He requires. He asks for your 
unselfish service which He will crown with joy as 
soon as you give it. 


Third Speaker: 


Sometimes it is a real problem to young people 
as to how they may serve acceptably. We are tempted 
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to think that valuable service to God must wait un- 
til we have reached maturity and take our places 
in the world. This is a great mistake. The place 
which we occupy now has plenty of opportunities 
for service. Most of them are not very glamorous, 
but God does not call many people to lives of glam- 
our. What are some of these opportunities ? 


- Young people can serve God by taking their 
school work seriously. School is not just a painful 
interlude to real living. Just as surely as the founda- 


tion is a real part of a building, so school is a part 


of.your life and your service to God. Dedicate your 
studies to Him and give your very best to them. 
Everyone realizes that the minister is serving God 
when he goes into his study. You may serve God 
just as acceptably as you go into your classroom. 


You can also serve God through your prayers. 


You can think of many acts of service which you 


would be glad to do for God, but your time has not | 


come to do those things and it may never come. Even 
so, you can still have a share in that service, if you 
will remember it in prayer. 


Young people can serve the Lord through their 
witness. If you are really dedicated to the Lord, 
the words you say and the way that you live will 
speak to the eyes and ears of others concerning 
Christ. Your faithfulness to the church is valuable 
service. You are telling the world that you believe 
in Christ and that you think Him worthy of wor- 
ship. 


There are still other opportunities for service for 
young people. Every church has jobs which its young 
people can do. There are things you can do to help 
Sunday School teachers and Vacation Bible School 
teachers. You can help with the music of the church. 
Some of you can work to improve the physical ap- 
pearance and usefulness of the church. Ask your 
adult advisor or the minister or the Sunday School 
superintendent to. find some jobs for you to do, if 
you really want to serve. It may be that the vacation 
months this summer will find us with some extra 
time on our hands. . . if so, let us use it to serve 


Christ. 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


(Ask for suggestions of other ways in which 
young people can serve. Discuss some specific pro- 
jects which the whole group might do together). 


Hymn: “Seal Us, O Holy Spirit.” 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


lege and Secondary ls. wed. Christian is. 

A.A. and AS. Graduates transfer to Junior class 
best co Professor each ten students. Personal e 

tion. Scientific tests. thleties. Two-year business course. 

with lith, 12th grades. Veterans. 

ewe ipe. Self-help. Second semester 


begins January 85, 1954. 
PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Bez 34-W — Maxtea, N. C. 
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Women’s Work 


FROM STRENGTH To STRENGTH 


Prayer 


Dear Lord, 
Help me to live this day 
Quietly - Easily ; 
To lean upon Thy great strength 
Trustfully, Restfully ; 
To wait for the unfolding of Thy Will 
Patiently, Serenely; 
To meet others 
Peacefully, Joyously ; 
To face tomorrow 
—_Confidently, Courageously. 
—Amen. 


Some Activities Reported 
By Groups Of Women 


Members derive great benefit from fifth Sunday 


meeting with United Church Women .. . Chair- 


men of Home Circle enjoy the visits made... 
Sponsor a Community House which is used by all 


age groups... 100% reading of “Jacob’s Ladder” 

.. 100°, Daily Bible Readers . . . $10.00 per 
capita to the Birthday Offering . . . 2 quilts for 
Palmer in an all-day meeting . . . Mission Book 
Study climaxed with successful Family Night 
Church Supper . . . 10% increase in membership .. . 
Marked spiritual awakening . . . Furnished a new 
manse ... Particular emphasis on Bible Study .. . 


Asked each woman to specify what she will do for 
her church .. . Pray for their pastor . . . DeKalb 
and West Point built new churches; Corinth a new 
Educational building, planning to add the Sanctu- 
ary later . .’. Individual development of women 
outstanding . . . SuccessfulyBible School . . . Re- 
finished new pews... Epkerained Presbytery for 
the first time in 29 yeafs . . . Improved church 
property . . . Organized a Youth Fellowship .. . 
Erected 2 church signs by the highway . . . 30 
Bibles to youngsters . . . Dedicated debt-free Church 
... Entertained Presbyterial . . . Increased benevo- 


lences . ...-Established a Church Library. 


The foregoing are only a few of the things talked 
about at the 4+ District Conferences. | 

“Like a Mighty Army Moves The Church ot 
God!” 


Why I Would Like Every Presbyterian 
Woman In Kentucky To Use 
The 1954 Workbook 


We are living in a time when efficiency is the 
goal of every organization and “well equipped”’ is 
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the highest praise for every kitchen, office, school cr 
Church building in the country. 


How important that Church women, who wor: 
in the greatest organization in the world, be efficient 
and well equipped! 


With the Bible and the 1954 Workbook as tool., 
| believe the Presbyterian woman will be well equip- 
ped to give efficient service in every phase of Chure) 
work. 


In the Workbook are assembled all the facts that 
she must have to make her efficient in the work ot 
the Women of the Church, from the Committee 
Plan in the front to a 1954 calendar on the back. 
Included is the information she should have about 
the Church Budget, General Programs, Circle Pro- 
jects and Programs, Bible Study (both Circle and 
Special) as well as an outline of Sunday-school les- 
sons for the year and most of the addresses she might 
need in her work. 


But this is only the beginning of the Equipment 
the Workbook contains. The thrilling development 
of the study of The Acts alone would make it a 
“must” for all of us. 


I suggest that those of you who enjoy an exciting 
adventure story (and who doesn’t?) read the les- 
sons together as one continuous narrative, using the 
excellent two-page map to visualize the adventures 
of Paul. You will be carried out of the present and 
into the atmosphere of that early Church by the 
skillful introduction of historical background and 
the modern application of the age old problems that 
it faced. 


Having the entire story in mind, it will be even 
more rewarding to study the twelve lessons, using 
the Bible and, if possible, one or more of the Refer- 
ence books listed. 


One of the finest things about the presentation 
of these lessons is its simplicity and universality. 
Every woman in the Circle, whether she be a busy 
housewife or a brilliant scholar, will find they deal 
with the same problems she meets and offer the 
spiritual strength she needs. 


This year (for the second year) the Women ot 
the U.S.A. Presbyterian Church are using the Circle 
Bible study prepared for us. What a feeling of one- 
ness of Spirit as we study together! 


The use of Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians as our 
Special Bible Study follows naturally against the 
background prepared by our study of The Acts. Al- 
ready we are familiar enough with that greatest of 
all Missionaries and his work in Ephesus to begin 
our Special study with a sense of continuity. 


The Presbyterian Woman who uses her work- 
book to become better informed about the way 
Women of the Church work together and to study 
the inspired history of the early Church will be a 
woman with a greater missionary zeal and a deeper 
spiritual insight. 
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That is why I would like every Presbyterian 
woman in Kentucky to use the 1954 Workbook. 


—(Mrs. W. H.) Kate R. Riker, | 
President, Women of the Church, 
Synod of Kentucky. 


The United Nations 
Meditation Room 


The room in the United Nations that is reported 
to be the smallest is to a great many of us the most 
important. It only seats twenty-five people. 


It is the one room to which no one is denied 
access—and that is as it should be. For there, men 
and women of a great variety of faiths go to humbly 
seek Him before Whom all are equal. The simple 
sign at the entrance says “Meditation Room.” 


This “permanent” room was opened on October 
14, 1952, the day the first session of the 7th Gen- 


eral Assembly was called to order. 


The walls of the Meditation Room are covered 
from ceiling to floor with off-white fiberglass drap- 
eries. There is green carpeting on the floor. In the 
front of the rounded U-shaped room is a cross-sec- 
tion of a very large, three hundred year old agba 
tree (mahogany), which grows in Equatorial Africa 
to a height of over a hundred feet and more than 
three feet in diameter. A United Nations’ flag 
stands to the left and a lighted globe of the world 
on the right. : 


For obvious reasons there are no religious symbols 
in the room, and yet if one uses his imagination there 
is much there that is symbolic. The spotlight that 
shines down on the arrangement of flowers on the 
agba pedestal is symbolic of the light of God which 
alone can bring peace to the world. The ten ceiling 
lamps might represent the Ten Commandments, 
symbolizing God’s Moral Law. The log might mean 
a lot of things—mankind’s physical well-being, about 
which God is concerned; that we are dependent on 
Him for all material things. It might be symbolic to 
some of the enduring timelessness of God’s love. The 
log existed long before we were aware of some of 
our present concerns. It will be here long after 
we are struggling with something we are not now 
aware of. 


Symbols other than these have to be provided by 
the guest who comes—cross, prayer book, Bible, 
prayer rug, rosary. 


The room is not in continuous use, but it is us- 
ually occupied by two, three or more. It is on the 
U. N. Guided Tour which is offered the public, so 


hundreds see it every day. But as prayer is still a> 


casual practice of church-goers, we cannot expect too 
much from groups in and out of the U. N. who 
may not be formally identified with any religious 
body. 
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1954 


SPRUNT LECTURES 


“THE RELEVANCY OF 
PAUL’S GOSPEL” 


Delivered By A. M. Hunter 
' Professor Of Biblical Criticism 


University Of Aberdeen, Scotland. 


AUXILIARY LECTURES 


The Christian Ministry And Work 
George D. Heaton, D.D. 


Inaugural Addresses Of 
Professors Kelly - Kirkpatrick - Oglesby 


March 1-5, 1954. 
UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


Richmond (27) Virginia 


However, there are those who go there regularly. 
The Laymen’s Movement has issued United Na- 
tions’ Meditation Room identification cards to 300 
men and women who go periodically to this room 
for prayer. 


Recently, The Laymen’s Movement presented 
Hon. Dag Hammarskjold, Secretary General of the 
U. N., with forty-eight guest books in which visitors 
to the Meditation Room can register their presence. 
Over 40,000 have signed the guest book this year. 
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Seated, left to right: 


John Randolph Taylor Milledgeville, Ga., The Walter W. Moore Fellowship ; 


Richard Franklin Perkins, Wilmington, N. C., and Castile, New York, The Thomas Cary Johnson Fellow- 
ship; Jimmie Reid Hollandsworth, Norfolk, Virginia, The Charles D. Larus Fellowship. 


Standing, left to right: Robert H. Ramey, Jr., 


Danville, Virginia, The Moses D. Hoge Fellowship: 


John S. Lyles, Chester, South Carolina, The Salem Church Fellowship ; William Bean Kennedy, Spartan- 


burg, South Carolina, The Walter W. Moore Fellowship. 


Church News 


4 
Union Theological Seminary 
Awards Fellowships 


Six seniors at Union Theological Seminary, 
Richmond, Va., have been awarded fellowships for 
graduate study. These fellowships are awarded by 
the faculty to members of the Senior Class on the 
basis of their distinguished merit and exceptional 
promise of efficiency in the ministry. 

Two students from Virginia received these 
awards. Jimmie Reid Hollandsworth, Norfolk, Va., 
was elected to the Charles D. Larus Fellowship. 
The Larus Fellowship was founded in 1922 by Mrs. 
Charles D. Larus, of Richmond, Va., as a memorial 
to her husband. Mr. Hollandsworth is the son of 
the Reverend and Mrs. Charles J. Hollandsworth, 
of Norfolk, Va. He is a graduate of the Presby- 
terian College, Clinton, S$. C., where he was a 
member of the Alpha Sigma Phi Social Fraternity 
and Blue Key. He is married to the former Dorothy 
Downey, of Lauderdale, Fla. 
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The Moses D. Hoge Fellowship was awarded to 
Robert H. Ramey, Jr., Danville, Va. Mr. Ramey, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Ramey, Sr., West- 
over Hills, Danville, Va., is president of the Senior 
Class at Union Theological Seminary. He is a 
graduate of Hampden-Sydney College, Hampden- 
Sydney, Va., where he was a member of the Sigma 
Chi Social Fraternity and Phi Beta Kappa. He is 
married to the former Jane Robbin McGarry, of 
Columbus, Ohio. 


John S. Lyles received the Salem Church Fellow- 
ship. Mr. Lyles is the son of Mr. and Mrs. A. C. 
Lyles, of Chester, S. C. He is a graduate of David- 
son College, where he was a member of the Kappa 
Alpha Social Fraternity, Phi Beta Kappa and Omi- 
cron Delta Kappa. Mr. Lyles served in the United 
States Navy as an aviator storekeeper from 1944 to 
1946. He is married to the former Carter Patter- 
son, of Stony Point, N. C. 


William Bean Kennedy was elected to a Walter 
W. Moore Fellowship. Mr. Kennedy is the son of 
Elizabeth Bean Kennedy and the late Dr. Leland 
McDuffie Kennedy, of Spartanburg, S. C. Mr. 
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Kennedy graduated from Wofford College with a 
B.A. degree and from Duke University with a M.A. 
degree. He is a member of Kappa Sigma Social Fra- 
ternity and Phi Beta Kappa. Mr. Kennedy served 
in the Navy during World War II. He is married 


to the former Frances Barron Harris, of Macon, 


Ga. 


A Walter W. Moore Fellowship was also award- 
ed to John Randolph Taylor, president of the Stu- 
dent Body at Union Seminary. He is the son of the 
Reverend H. Kerr Taylor, Associate Pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church, Dallas, Tex. Mr. Tay- 
lor is a graduate of Davidson College and a mem- 
ber of the Kappa Sigma Social Fraternity, Omicron 
Delta Kappa, and Phi Beta Kappa. He is married 
to the former Arline Johnson, of Shreveport, La. 


The Thomas Cary Johnson Fellowship was 
awarded to Richard Franklin Perkins, of Wilming- 
ton, N. C., and Castile, N. Y. Mr. Perkins is the 
son of the Reverend and Mrs. Donald M. Perkins, 
of Castile, N. Y. Mr. Perkins attended Bob Jones 
University and is a graduate of Richmond Profes- 
sional Institute, Richmond, Va., with a B.S. degree. 
He is married to the former Anne Drew Newbold, 


of Wilmington, N. C. 


Conference On Evangelism For 


Synod Of North Carolina 


A two-day Presbyterian Conference on Evan- 
gelism for the Synod of North Carolina is scheduled 
for February 17-18, at the City Auditorium in Ra- 
leigh. Six prominent ministers of the South will 
have parts on the program. 


Under the sponsorship of the Sub-Committee on 
Evangelism of the Church Extension Committee of 
the Synod of North Carolina, the conference is being 
held to stress evangelistic work and to present in- 
struction in evangelistic techniques within the Synod. 
The nine Presbyteries in North Carolina will dis- 
cuss efforts to cooperate with the Synod of Virginia 
in a pulpit exchange plan during 1955. Approximate 
dates for the simultaneous work between the two 
Synods is March 20-25, 1955 (Virginia Synod going 
to North Carolina), and April 17-22, 1955 (North 


Carolina going to Virginia). 


One of the speakers for the conference’s inspira- 
tional period will be Dr. W. A. Criswell, evangelist 
and author, and pastor of the First Baptist Church 
in Dallas, Texas, largest church in the world, with 
9,600 members. Another inspirational period speaker 
will be Dr. Albert Kissling, pastor of Riverside 
Presbyterian Church, Jacksonville, Florida. Dr. 
Kissling and Dr. Criswell will speak both days of 
the meeting. Moderator Frank W. Price will ad- 
dress the group on the morning of February 18. A 
period of instruction on the techniques of evangelism 
is docketed for the morning of the 18th also, with 
Dr. William H. McCorkle, Secretary of the Divi- 


sion of Evangelism leading the discussion. 
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Music for the conference will be under the direc- 
tion of Dr. Charles G. Vardell, Jr., dean of the 
Conservatory of Music at Flora MacDonald Col- 


lege, and the Rev. I. Howard Chadwick, pastor of 


Westminster Presbyterian Church in Charlotte. 


The conference is being planned and directed by 
the Rev. Milton B. Faust, from Salisbury, Director 
of Evangelism in the Synod of North Carolina, and 
the Rev. Ralph Buchanan, pastor of Hawfields 
Church in Mebane and chairman of the Synod’s 
Committee on Evangelism. 


The meeting is scheduled to begin at 7 p.m., Feb. 
17 and adjourn at 3 p.m. the following day. 


Board Of W orld Missions 


George McKee, Jr., was appointed to serve as an. 
educational missionary in the Belgian Congo at the 


last meeting of the Board of World Missions of the 
Presbyterian Church U.S. Mr. McKee was born in 
the Belgian Congo where his parents were mission- 
aries. He graduated from Davidson College in 
Davidson, North Carolina and has had a year at 
Columbia Theological Seminary as well as study at 
Arkansas State Teachers College and the Atlanta 
Division of the University of Georgia. At the pres- 
ent time he is teaching in the Hoke Smith High 
School in Atlanta, Georgia where he is a member 
of the Pryor Street Presbyterian Church. He will 
go to the field after attending the Institute for Out- 
going Missionaries at Montreat this summer. 


Miss Katherine Peck has resigned from the East 
Brazil Mission due to home -necessities. Miss Peck 
has served one term in that field. The Board of 
World Missions in accepting Miss Peck’s resigna- 
tion expressed appreciation for her service. 


With the meeting in November of the U. S. 
Presbyterian Mission in Taiwan, Formosa, China, 
our 21 missionaries who have been serving in For- 
mosa became a fully organized mission, Up until 
this time the work of our missionaries has been re- 
lated to the already established work of the Cana- 
dian Presbyterian Church. This Mission now takes 
on the full status of our other Missions across the 
world. 


The ‘Treasurer of the Board’ has announced that 
Mr. Kyle Hobin of McAllen, Texas has accepted 
the position as Assistant to the Treasurer and began 
his work in the office here in Nashville on Novem- 


ber 15, 1953. 


Mr. Hobin is well prepared by experience and 
qualification for this important work. 

He has a B.A. degree from the University of 
Texas, and after graduation entered the Armed 
Services and served for a period of two and one-half 
years. Since January |, 1948 he has been engaged in 
public accounting and was a partner in the account- 
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ing firm of Horton and Hobin of McAllen. He is 
a graduate of the International Accountants Society. 
Mr. Hobin became a deacon of the First Presby- 


terian Church of McAllen in April 1948, and in > 


April 1952 he was elected to the office of Ruling 
Elder. Since moving to Nashville he has been elected 
an elder in the Second Presbyterian Church here. 

In July 1947 he was married to Miss Jane Van- 
diver of Itasca, Texas. They have one child, a 
daughter, Marsha, age two. 

All of us connected with the Board of World 
Missions look forward to our association with Mr. 
Hobin through the years, and we predict for him a 
very useful career in the work of our Board. 


Rey. and Mrs. John O. Barksdale of our Japan 


_ Mission announce the birth of a son, John Shaw, on 


November 21. 


Carol Brady was born December 5 in Japan the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John H. Brady of our 


Mission there. 


A daughter, Miriam Lee, was born to Rev. and 
Mrs. C. J. McClendon of our Mexico Mission on 
October 25. 


To Brazil: 


Rev. and Mrs. E. R. Arehart and son Robert are 
scheduled to sail from New York January 19. 


P.T.L. In Korea 


A quarter of a million Gospels of John in the 
Korean language were distributed to Republic of 
Korea soldiers in a front-line invasion by two Pocket 
Testament League gospel teams in November. 
Workers included. Jack Wyrtzen, Director of 
Radio’s Word of Life Hour and Word of Life 
Fellowship; Glenn Wagner, Foreign Secretary of 
The Pocket Testament League; Don Robertson, 
Joe) Copeland, Sam Befus and Doug Cozart, all 
stationed with PTL in the orient; and Vic Springer, 
TTEAM missionary on loan to PTL. 


Commissioned by General Taylor and President 
Syngman Rhee, the two teams worked literally 
night and day, in winter weather, to cover the en- 
tire UN front lines, which stretch 155 miles across 
the Korean peninsula within five miles of the com- 
munists. 


Driving Gospel-laden PTL sound trucks over 
rugged mountain terrain, the teams visited every ac- 
cessible ROK unit, distributing Gospels to the sol- 
diers and holding as many as 12 evangelistic meet- 
ings in one day. In some of the outposts the meetings 
were necessarily small because of the isolated posi- 
tions of the units. In areas of greater troop concen- 
tration the teams often preached to outdoor assem- 


blies of 200 to 2500 soldiers. 
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Virtually every ROK soldier on the front lin:s 
received a Gospel of John, with the exception cf 
isolated outposts inaccessible to the PTL truck:. 
Gospels for these outposts were left with RO < 
chaplains who made personal distribution. 


Jack Wyrtzen, now back in New York Cit,, 
reports that: the response to this gospel invasion wis 
tremendous. ‘‘Multitudes of men indicated ther 
acceptance of Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lori. 


Thousands asked to be enrolled in the follow-up 


correspondence course. Eternity alone will reve! 
the full impact of this mighty gospel invasion.” 


The Passing Of Mrs. S. L. Wilson 


Dallas, Texas — Mrs. S. L. (Mary Pearson) 
Wilson, 84, widow of a Presbyterian Church, U.S., 
minister, the mother of two ministers and of the 
wife of a minister, died at the Dallas residence of 
Dr. and Mrs. H. Kerr Taylor on December 27. 
Mrs. Taylor is a daughter. 


Mrs. Wilson was the widow of the Rev. S. L. 
Wilson, who held pastorates -in South Carolina, 
Georgia, Florida, Virginia and Tennessee for many 
years prior to his death in 1914. She was a native 
of Anderson County, South Carolina. 


Funeral services were held December 28 in Dal- 
las, and burial services were held December 30 at 


the Woodruff, S. C., Presbyterian Church. 


In addition to Mrs. Taylor, whose husband is 
Assistant Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church 
of Dallas, Mrs. Wilson is survived by three sons, 
Dr. Eugene T. Wilson, pastor of the Peachtree 
Road Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, Ga.; the Rev. 
Parks W. Wilson, pastor of University Presbyterian 
Church at Baton Rouge, La.; and Frank P. Wilson 
of Alexandria, Va.; and a brother, Anthony A. 
Pearson, of Greenville, S. C. 


Passing Of Dr. J. Rice Williams 
Whereas, God in His infinite. wisdom has called 


from our midst our dear friend and fellow elder, 
Dr. J. Rice Williams on November 27th, 1953; 


and 


Whereas, we, the session of Houston Presby- 
terian Church, feel a deep sense of gratitude to God 
for the gift of his life among us; for his genuine 
and unfaltering faith in Christ; for his exemplary 
faithfulness; for his wise words in counsel; and 


Whereas we feel deeply the loss of our dear friend 
and fellow officer, now therefore be it resolved: 
that this resolution be spread on the pages of our 
minutes, and that a copy be sent to his family and 
to the Southern Presbyterian Journal. 


By order of the Session meeting on December 
13th, 1953. 
—E. S. Medlin, Clerk of Session. 
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BOOKS 


“Viracles Yesterday And Today” 


By Benjamin B. Warfield. Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, Michigan. Price 
$3.50. 


In the month of October, 1917, Dr. Benjamin 
Breckinridge Warfield delivered the Thomas Smythe 
lectures at Columbia Theological Seminary under 
the title, ‘““Counterfeit Miracles.’’ For some time 
this profound work has been out of print and is now 
republished by Eerdmans Publishing Company un- 
der a new title, “Miracles Yesterday and Today; 
Real and Counterfeit.”’ 


All who are familiar with the writings of Dr. 
Warfield know that he was a staunch defender of 
supernatural Christianity. In this volume he points 
out “when our Lord came down to earth He drew 
heaven with Him. The signs which accompanied His 
ministry were but the trailing clouds of glory which 
He brought from heaven which is His home. The 
number of the miracles which He wrought may be 
easily underrated. It has been said in effect that He 
banished disease and death from Palestine for the 
three years of His ministry. If this is exaggeration, 
it is pardonable exaggeration . . . We ordinarily 
greatly underestimate His beneficient activity as He 
went about as Luke says, doing good.” 


This volume recognizes that when our Lord 
ascended to His throne in glory He transmitted to 
His apostles supernatural gifts and powers and they 
transmitted them in turn as part of their own mir- 
acle working and the crowning sign of their own 
Divine commission to others “in the form of what 
the New Testament calls spiritual gifts in the sense 
of extraordinary capacities produced in the early 
Christian communities by direct gift of the Holy 
Spirit. Ihe number and variety of these spiritual 


gifts were considerable. Even Paul’s enumerations, 


the fullest of which occurs in the twelfth chapter of 
| Corinthians, can hardly be read as exhaustive, 
scientific catalogs. The name which is commonly ap- 
plied to them is broad enough to embrace what may 
be called both the ordinary and the specifically extra- 
ordinary gifts of the Spirit; both these, that is, 
which were distinctively gracious, and those which 
were distinctively miraculous . . . The diffusion of 
these miraculous gifts is perhaps quite generally un- 
derestimated.” 


But how long did this state of things continue? 
This question is tremendously important. Dr. War- 
held answers it by saying, “It was the characterizing 
peculiarity of specifically the apostolic church and it 
belonged therefore exclusively to the apostolic age— 
although, no doubt, this designation may be taken 
with some latitude. These gifts were not the posses- 
sion of the primitive church as such nor, for that 
matter, the apostolic church nor the apostolic age 


JANUARY 13, 1954 


for themselves; they were distinctly the authentica- 
tion of the apostles. They were part of the creden- 
tials of the apostles as the authoritative agents of 
God in founding the church. Their function thus 
confined them to distinctively the apostolic church 
and they necessarily passed away with it.” 


Dr. Warfield comes to grips in this volume with 
the idea that there has been a continuance of the 
Charismata beyond the apostolic age. He holds that 
a possession of the Charismata was confined to the 


apostolic age. 


A passage in the Epistle of James relating to heal- 
ing is discussed with splendid discernment in this 
volume. The author reminds us that the emphasis 
falls not on the anointing but on its being done “in 
the name of the Lord,” and the whole business be- 
comes an exhortation to Christians when they are 
sick} “‘to seek unto the Lord as well as to their 
physician—nay, to seek unto the Lord_ rather than 
to their physician—with a promise that the Lord 
will attend unto their cry. If any are sick among 
you, we fread, let him call for the elders of the 
church and let them pray for him, rubbing him with 
his oil in the name of the Lord and the prayer of 
faith shall save him that is sick.’”’ Again he says, 
‘What James requires of us is merely that we 
should be Christians in our sickness as well as our 
health and that our dependence then, too, should be 
on the Lord.” This passage shows us that God is 
the real physician that gives the chief medicine, who 
makes drugs, operations, kindness and nursing to 
have true healing power. A Christian physician is 
quoted to this effect, “‘In the healing of every disease 
of whatever kind, we cannot be too deeply impressed 
with the Lord’s part of the work. He is the oper- 
ator, we are the cooperators. More and more am I 
impressed that every patient of mine that has ever 
risen up from a sick bed to his feet again has done 
so by the Divine power. Not I, but the Lord has 
cured him. And it is that fact that the Lord does so 
much that gives the different systems of healing 
their apparent cures. He has healed many a one in 
spite of medicine, in spite of mental healers, in spite 
of ignorance, in spite of negligence and poor and 
scanty food.” 


With the revival of faith-healing in our day this 
volume is most timely. It should confirm our faith 
in prayer and God’s goodness and at the same time 
remind us that God’s special miracles were given 
to authenticate His message and His messenger. It 
leaves us with the thought that God creates physi- 
cians and medicines and gives them their skill and 
efficacy that He the Lord may be honored in His 
marvelous works. —John R. Richardson. 


“The Kingdom Of God” 


By John Bright. Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 
Nashville, Tenn. Price $3.75. 


The concept of the Kingdom of God, according 
to Dr. Bright, involves in a real sense the total 


PAGE 17 


of 
ty, 

r 

i 

e 

y 

t 


message of the Bible. He points out that not only 
does it loom large in the teachings of Christ, it is to 
be found in one form or another throughout the 
length and breadth of the Bible. He holds that this 
idea is of central importance in the theology of the 
Bible. He adds, 
Kingdom of God i is to come very close to the heart 
of the Bible's gosp of salvation.” Deploring the 
eracy of our day, he con- 
erget that the Protestant 
ty Biblical protest, have 
always lined he ¢ as the final source of au- 
thority, and have never allowed that any hierarchy 
may stand betweef-the believer and the Bible to bar 
his way to it or to mediate its interpretation. Up- 


- rooted from the Bible, we have no proper place to 


stand; we cannot,.in fact, be Protestant. It is there- 
fore no light thing that the Bible should have be- 
come so strange a book to the average church goer 
and to many a minister as well.” 


The major thrust of this volume is that there is 
in the Bible some unifying theme which might serve 
to draw its diverse parts together into a complete 
whole. He takes the question of the unity of the 
Scriptures seriously. With justification he criticizes 
atomistic views of the Bible. He writes that such a 
view makes it impossible even to speak of a Biblical 
theology. An excellent example of this approach in 
popular language is found in Harry Emerson Fos- 
dick’s “A Guide To Understanding the Bible.’’ He 
maintains that such books impose a scheme of 
straight-line evolution on the Bible from without, 
and it has proved far too rigid to accommodate the 
data. It can bring no solution to the problem of 
Scripture. With true Reformation insight, he stresses 
the fact that the unifying theme of the Bible is re- 
demption and salvation, and “it is caught up par- 
ticularly in those concepts which revolve about the 
idea of a people of God, called to live under his 
rule and the concomitant hope of the coming king- 
dom of God. This is a note which is present in 
Israel’s faith from earliest times onward and which 
is to be found in one way or another in virtually 
every part of the Old Testament. It also unbreak- 
ably links the Old Testament to the New for both 
have to do with the Kingdom of God and the same 
God speaks in both.” 


The chapter on “The Holy Commonwealth and 
Apocalyptic Kingdom” contains a fine statement 
directed against Antinomianism. Here the author 
writes, “Repelled by all legalism, we have come 
close to the point of apologizing for any duty re- 
ligion seems to involve, nay, have offered a religion 
almost without the demand of duty at all. Can it 
be that in casting off all religious duty we have 
ended up, admitting no duty—save to ourselves? It 
is time that we heeded the lesson of the Holy Com- 
monwealth; that religion, aside from all that it does 
for man, lays before him a duty and demands that 
he do it. Christianity does involve duty. And that 
duty is to obey God, not in general and as it is con- 
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“To grasp what is meant by the | 


venient but in every detail, and without exception . 
On this count it is to be feared Scribe and Pharise 2 
will enter the Kingdom of God ahead of us.” 


There is a tendency in many quarters today t» 
disparage or to ignore the Old Testament. D. 
Bright rightly insists that it is impossible to unde: - 
stand the New Testament without regard to the 
Old Testament. He avers, ““The New ‘Testament 
rests on and is rooted in the Old. To ignore this 
fact is a serious error in method, and one that |; 
bound to lead to a fundamental misunderstandin~ 
of the Bible message. He who commits it has dis- 
regarded the central affirmation of the New Testa- 
ment Gospel itself, namely, that Christ has come 
to make actual what the Old Testament hoped for, 
not to destroy it and replace it with a new and 
better fatth.”’ This statement is of paramount im- 
portance in Biblical theology. The recognition of 
this truth will prevent people who should know 
better from saying that the Old Testament reveals 
a God of justice and wrath while the New Testa- 
ment shows us, in Christ, a Father God of Love. 
Bright is correct in saying, ‘“I’o draw such contrasts 
is to misunderstand the God of the Old Testament. 
Besides, these two aspects of God are held in balance 
in the New Testament quite as much as in the Old.”’ 


The chapter entitled “Between Two Worlds: 
The Kingdom and the Church,” contains a search- 
ing examination of liberal Christianity that should 
be heeded by those who think of the Christian Gos- 
pel as a program to reform society. Dr. Bright is 
certainly within the truth when he writes, “But 
to present the Christian gospel merely as a program 
of social righteousness is fundamentally to mistake 
the Christ of the gospels and to tread a path of 
frustration and disillusionment. For a non-Chris- 
tian world will not put into practice the ethics of 
Christ and cannot, for all our chiding, be made 
to do so. In a non-Christian world the teachings 
of Jesus are simply not ‘practical’ as that world is 
quick to declare. To realize the ethics of the King- 
dom, it is first necessary that men submit to the rule 
of that Kingdom.” 


In the Chapter, “Between Two Worlds: The 
Kingdom and The Church,” Dr. Bright correctly 
states that if it be asked whether the New Testa- 
ment looked upon the Kingdom as a present fact or 
future hope the only answer is “Both.” He writes, 
“Thus, while it declared the Kingdom was present 
and victorious, it also looked ahead with a heighten- 
ed longing to the return of the Lord and to the final 
victory. That victory was not doubted but eagerly 
and imminently expected ... Indeed, it is yet de- 
layed as the years turned into decades and decades 
into centuries, it was perhaps inevitable that some 
of the tension should have been lost if it was not 
put aside entirely. But the New Testament Church 
could never escape it. In its later books when the 
time had already been longer than some had thought, 
we still hear the agonized cry of the church which 
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lay at the mercy of the devildoms of Caesar, ‘How 
long, O Master ©’ And we hear, too, the 
answering whisper, ‘Patience!’ “That hope carried 
the Church through the fire. A weak church, it was 


helpless before Caesar and could do nothing but— 


as the ‘eschatological community’ it could know that 
what it did was no small thing but that with each 
stand for the faith, each Christlike deed, each act 
of obedient witnessing however small, it participated 
for the Kingdom of God in the great cosmic strug- 
gle. Down to the end, this prayer went up: ‘Maran- 
atha—'Come, come, O Lord.’ In that prayer it an- 
nounced its faith that its labor would not be in 
vain.” 


At one point this reviewer will have to register 
dissent. Dr. Bright holds to some critical views of 


the Scriptures which are not always in harmony . 


with our convictions. One such is his view concern- 
ing the authorship of Isaiah. On page 136 he says, 
“No doubt, he is also aware that it is the virtually 
unanimous opinion of scholars that beginning with 
Isaiah 40 we have to do not with the words of 
Isaiah, the son of Amoz, but those of an unknown 
prophet who lived toward the end of the Babylon 
exile and who is called for the sake of convenience, 
the Second (Deutero-) Isaiah.” It is true that many, 
but certainly not all, competent Old ‘Testament 
scholars hold to this view. This reviewer has never 
subscribed to this concept for the simple reason that 
to do so impugns the plenary authority of Christ. 
In John 12:38-41 our Lord is speaking and here 
He says, ‘That the sayings of Isaiah the prophet 
might be fulfilled which he spake, ‘Lord, who hath 
believed our report and to whom hath the arm of 
the Lord been revealed? ‘Therefore, they could not 
believe because that Isaiah said again, He hath 
blinded their eyes and hardened their heart that 
they should not see with their eyes nor understand 
with their heart and be converted and | should heal 
them. These things said Isaiah when He saw His 
vlory and spake of him.” Now in this one passage 
our Lord refers to the sixth chapter of Isaiah and 
also to the fifty-third and He speaks explicitly of 
“Isaiah, the prophet,” being the author of these 
words. Since Christ is the only sinless person who 
ever dwelt on this earth, it is our belief that His 
knowledge on all matters would be clearer and more 
reliable than all the critics put together. Because 
of the clear statement of the Son of God we be- 
lieve we are on safer ground to say, “Isaiah, the 
prophet” rather than to say, “Deutero-Isaiah.” It 
seems to us that anyone who accepts the words of 
Christ at their face value would be hard pressed to 
explain how He could be our infallible, intellectual 
authority and reject His clear statements on Old 
Testament subjects. We are convinced that Christ 
spake with authority as never man spake. 


We are grateful for this book that challenges 
the church of our day to realize that “God has but 
one people—the new Israel, His Church” and that 
because all of Christ’s people are servants of the 
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Many humorous incidents are in the story. 


same Lord, fellow citizens of the same kingdom 
and heirs of the same hope, we do not need to be 
made one for “We are one.” Few laymen are pre- 
pared to follow the concentrated presentation of the 
author. Ministers who are trained to think upon 
the profounder issues of the Scriptures will find in 
this volume many stimulating and inspiring thoughts 
that will serve effectively in priming homiletical 


—John R. Richardson. 


pumps. 


“Tom And Sally Of 

Red Horse Creek” 

_W. A. Wilde Company, Boston, Massachusetts. 
Price $2.50. 


This is a heart-warming story which pictures a 
poor family living in the Southern hill country. 


a 


“Youth Explores The Bible” 


By David R. Piper. W. A. Wilde Company, 
Boston, Massachusetts. Price $2.50. 

This book is written for youth from twelve to 
twenty. It is designed to show the connection be- 
tween the stories of the Bible. It reads like a con- 
tinued story and it answers in narratiye form many 
questions and incipient doubts. of youth that are 
largely due to fragmentary knowledge. When the 
reader finishes this book he should have a clear pic- 
ture of the progressive unfolding of Divine revela- 
tion and of the onward movement of history toward 
the great goals of God’s choosing. 


Kingdom Within” 


By Siebold Ulfers. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publish- 
ing Co., Grand Rapids, Michigan. Price $3.00. 


Under the spell of rural peasant life made poig-— 


nant by human frailty, deepened by mystic’s dream, 
villagers of Eastloorn come to vivid life. Within 
the circumscribed life of their village they vent ex- 
treme human passions; and the common web of their 
lives adds a dimension to their suffering but none 
are without charity: out of an inhuman act comes 
the wisdom of sufferings and out of pride comes 
humility and out of the selflessness of one comes the 
spiritual uplift of all. Wigen, the village dreamer 
whose vision is of a kingdom within of righteous- 
ness enthroned in men’s hearts, awakes to find in 
his village the dream come true. 


‘Round About Me” 


By Elizabeth B. Jones. Warner Press, Anderson, 
Indiana. Price $1.50. 


This volume is composed of beautifully illustrated 


devotional thoughts for little folks. ‘The photog- 
raphy is simply magnificent. Both sacred and secular 
poetry is employed to convey to children God’s love 


and care. 
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